Neoregelia ‘Meyendorffii’ by Butcher Aug 2010.

This is a very common name in nursery circles and is used as a parent of hybrids BUT it has never been defined so nobody really knows what it should look like. With such a name like this we must refer to the writings of the past regarding identity as the taxonomists see it.

The name ‘Meyendorffii’ ( note spelling) started off as Billbergia meyendorffii by Regel in 1857. Do not let the genus name confuse you because there were many genus name changes which have now become the current genus Neoregelia.

One year later Charles Lemaire had a coloured illustration made in L’illustrations Horticole 1860. When discussing this new species which is in Latin and French he placed Bromelia carolinae Beer as a synonym. Centre leaves were ‘vivide purpuratis’. In those days Lindley quoted this colour as being dull red with a tinge of blue. Even in those days where different species were difficult to obtain botanists went to the minutest detail looking for differences. Lemaire saw no difference! 

Baker in 1889 was treating ‘meyendorffii’ as a synonym of ‘carolinae’ but said the centre leaves were bright red. 

In 1934 Mez agreed with this move but brought in ‘Marechalii’ considering that the centre leaves for ‘carolinae’ were ‘purpurea’ whereas his ‘Marechalii’ were scarlet.

In 1959 Smith placed ‘Marechalii’ as a synonym of Neoregelia carolinae where he has the centre leaves as brilliant red ignoring the ‘purpurea’ that featured so prominently in the past.

After all this I think I know what to expect for the species N. carolinae but what about the names ‘Meyendorffii’ and ‘Marechalii’ that persist. It certainly has me confused in a day and age where only NEW names are considered the in-thing irrespective of quality.

